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i And ye F ah, aol not your Children. to wrath - 

46 buf bring them up in the nurture and admonition  o 

; ts the Lord.” | 1 
St. kg to the FP 6 chap. 4 v. 


Tris a maxim univerſally allowed, that the 


greateſt advantages to ſociety muſt ariſe from 


an attention to the education of youth ; and 


it is no leſs true, that nothing can be more. 
deſtr uctive to the proſperity of a nation, no- 9 55 


thing more injurious to domeſtic happineſs 


and walfare than a > neglect t to cultivate the 


"1 1 N youthful 


er n , 8 * 
n , A 
. 


. ö 
| youthful mind, at the ſeaſon, 1 it is 


Alone Tulceptible of improvement. Theſe 
are rruths that affect the intereſts of the” 
| community, in a high degree, and I ſhall | 


; ag; f myſelf to an examination of them. 


I preſume, it will be admitted, that the 


5 inſtrustion of their children by every moral 
rule and obligation devolyes upon PRs 


. But binding as the duty thus is, it is not 


all it is ſrictly cc commanded and. enjoined | 
by the words of our vio * chf. 


1 mal proceed therefore t to examine, whe- 
ther parents in general are not negligent i in 
ie exerciſe of this ſacred truſt committed 


to their care, by. divine authority. To 


'this purpoſe, I ſhall Jook: to their conduct 


in "the va⸗ ious character and fituations—of 


maſter—of judge—of gxamplo—of guide. 


OCT at © 
2 | As. a, maſter, it is the buſineſs of a pa- 


2 rent to give leſſons of edification to his 
children, and to-inſtruft them in the ſcience 


of ſalvation. As a judge, it is his duty 3 


look with an impartial eye upon their de- 
| meangur, and oy a well-timed ſeverity, to 
correct ary errors that he may diſcover. 
As an example, he ſhould furniſh them with 

| a model of rectitude f. perfection, of 


— 


every thing that can promote their tem- 
poral and eternal welfare. And as the 
latter, he ſhould be an unerring guide, and 
lead them in thoſe paths i in which tore would : 


be no danger of falling, or going a aſtray, 


-and to ſecure them againft falling a prey to 
the lion Who goes about ſecking whom he 


WAX devour. 


I flatter 


7 my . 1 
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. flatter myſelf that it will not Deer: 
fary to call to my aid all arguments that 8 
would naturally ſpring out of the. ſubject. 
1 ſhalt content myſelf with preſſing. on TOR : 
attention, ſuch as im: mediately occur to me: 

Indeed, I muſt lament that I have not had 
fuſficient leiſure from ſeveral indif penlable 
 gyocations , to revolve the ſubje&i in my mind, | 
a ſubject of the greateſt magnitude, and of 
the laſt importance to your temporal and ex- 
ternal welfare. | You ha ve a faviour for your 


- guard, and let me thts day warn you of the 


dangers that a neglect in the particular have 
ſpoken of comprehends. Covered as I'am 


myſelf with manifold tranſgreſſions, I do not : 


:þ | wiſhto draw a veil over thoſe of others; and 


= I ſhalt . be plain, and with an honeft 


freedom, ſpeak of things as they are. But 
God 


1 


God forbid 1 ſhould ſtate any thing Cole 5 


; truth ! God forbid I ſhould advance any poſi- 


tion not inconteſtibly the fact! God forbid 1 | 
ſhould utter a word that did nof tend to the | 


manifeſt and undoubted good. of f fociety— - 


Or r convey inftrution! 


IF tabs, | 5 the F of children, both 


temporal. and external, depended upon their 


education. To prove this, it Is -only uw: 


"4 


fary to refort to one general principle. Let 


us Hook round us upon the wide and extended 


theatre of the world, and deduce our infe- 


and has it proceeded from any circumſtance; 
fave a defect in education? To what ffiall | 


we attribute the fall of ſtates toa corrupt 


- on inſufficient education. In ſhort, 1 


8 » | ; 5355 8 A 4 ; ; 7 £ 5 


rences from facts. Has there been a revolution, 


4 "of VET 2 . 
Ti ho degeneracy of 1 manners, no o baſeneſs, or 


= national degradation on 6800 that will not 
1 be found to have had its riſe in the want of 


education. 


All eriminals, it has been univerſally ob. 


ſerved, reproach their parents, when brought 


e 
— —_—— 
— —— — — 
g 


1 5 to the fatal ſpot of execution, and in the 


ö mo 2 ; — . _ P 54 fp * 3 | . 2 : 
> bditterneſs of their ſouls; aſcribe their calami- 
1 ties and ignominous exit, to the want of edu- 

| | 


cation—and a lack of virtuous example. 


But theſe arguments are not novel, they are 


the written opinion of the Judi us and the- 


learned. 


14 2 N © E "FP 
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| | But let us view the child who. imbibes vice 
with his mother 5 milk—who is foſtered in 
bi: - impiety, and matured in irreligicus depra- 


vity; ſee him in this ſtate launched into the 


polluted 


($8) 


polluted ſea of vice, © with a heart,” as a ce. 


en author elegantly pines, is 


* which no falutary plant ever was ſown, p 


Will he heſitate at any breach of divine « or 


human laws! ? No; —principle, ſpirit, hongur, 

| glory, are all ſacrificed at the altar of Mam. 
mon, and in the end he deplores his ſituation, f 

c and aſcribes all his woes to the work of an 


erroneous education: What reſource in the ry 


b moments of his misfortune has he left? None. 
Perhaps deſpair will lend the knife to bis 


throat, or the dagger to his heart, aud he dies 


a horrid victim of his own paſſions, and of 


that neglect which he experienced in his 
carly days. This Is 10 over-ftatement or ex- 
aggeration, for the laſt fortnight has furnith- 
ed us with more examples than one of this 


dreadful 3 execrated nature. 


B Another 


Co bg 
Another child ſearcely fledged, and fitting 


| upon his father's knee, Is taught to liſp the 
word honour ; from parental precept he forms 
His opinion af it, and upon ſome inſignificant 


punctilio, ſome imaginary cauſe, is ſent into 


the vengeful field with his chin unſhorn ; he 


falls! what a conſolation to 4 father for his 


Z violent and untimely end, that he died i in the 
: bed of honour ! How pleaſing the congratu- . | 


tations of his friends on the event | how well 


timed and worthy ! to compliment a father 


| on the deceaſe of his ſon, as a noble addition 


to the family "II when i in the very act 


* his deceaſe he dad damned his own ſoul : f 


Conſiderations that with id ark Rave no 
force, but of which an account will be de- 


manded by the all-ſeeing judge Jeſus Chriſt. 


: , 9 Again, 
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Again, how many victims to fin do we 
not ſee on every ſide? How many illuſtrious 
characters Operwliehnedd in; miſery, misfor- 
tune, and diſtreſs > Our gaols are peopled, 
all our gibbets erouded! Proſtitution ſtalk- 
ing abroad with unhallowed firide ! Theſe 
1 have deen all benefits hoarded up for ſociety, 
by Parents, who have neglected to pay A | 
proper attention to the education of their 


Children. 


I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew that it is 
_ almoſt e for a child brought up in 
the true principles of chriſtianity to depart 
from them, or to prove aught but a ſervice- 
able member of the community, and alfo, 
that it is almoſt impoſſible for a child edu- 
cated 1 in the ſchool of vice and irreligion, to 


become 


„ 


become aught but a peſt of ſociety and his 


own deſtruction. 


| He whoſe tender heart iS impreſſed with 
early notions of virtue, and is born in a fa- 
mily of religion, from example imbibes thoſe 
principles that muſt enſure him ſalvation. 
R-afon ſcarcely enlightens his ſoul, when he 


liſps the glories of religion. The moſt ſa; 


cred impreſſion is made upon his little heart, 


and no power can eraſe it. It is, if I may 
be allowed the expreſſion, the ſtamp of 
God; a ſure antidote againſt evil, and on 


infallible preſſage of future happineſs ; how 


happy ſuch a mind] bloſſoming with virtue | 


and how happy ſuch a child ! the great truths 
of chriſtianity are interwoven with the ſta- 
mina of his conſtitution; and like a ftranger 


89 


47 13 
to the world he ruſhes from the foenes of 


d ebauehery and intemperance. If he hears 
the names of religion His heart glows with : a 
facred odour: If he hears that of vice, he 


turns from it with diſmay and horror, 


Thus, benign and ſalutary are the words 

of Jeſus Chriſt; like refreſhing drops of. = 
upon a tender plant, they fall upon the 
| min and quicken it to maturity: What : 
delight muſt it be to a parent to behold his 
Ks ſpringing up in godlineſs! and, beſides, 
what an acquiſition are they to their coun- 


try ! what uſeful children to the ſtate! 


But ſuch is the portion of humanity that 
al ſtruggles with ſin mult be trying and vio- 
lent. If there is a father or mother here, 


who has: paid every attention to A child, 


ans 


J RODS —·— ke Mer Set re 2” on 2 
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('14 
and-notwithſtanding it has erred ; þ conjura 


; them not to deſpair, The latent principle is 


Mill in the heart, and ſooner or later muſt 


operate. Ik a ſon, he will reflect upon for- 


mer precept and example. The image cf 


his dear mother will haunt him e even into the 
of her gentle demeanor, will ſhame him 
into virtue. The ſtern virtue of * father 
= purſue him, and obtrude upon his 
moſt extravagant moments. He will recal his 


words pouring the balm of heaven into his. 


5 heart. If ſuch early precepts will not ope- 
rate, he muſt be callous to every feeling of 


Humanity. But, yes, they will—they muſt 


operate, and the ſincerity cf his repentance 
will make atonement for the magnitude of 
his tranſgreſſion. From theſe reaſons it muſt 


„ 


* FUN” 12 8 2 1 4 ain 


1 3 

appear how difficult it is for a child early 
educated in the genuine Principles of chriſtia« 
nity to err ade 

But how thall- 1 turn to that wy « barreik 
% waſte, * in which no olitary plant takes no 
1978 5 no verdure quickens :” How. ſhall 25 
ſpeak of theſe parents who neglect the edu- 
cation of their children : ? They are the au- 
: - of their exiſtence, but they : are allo 
the authors of their ruin. Bringing them 
up in no religion, the children may know 
that there 3 is a God, but they Ke: fl not how 
to worthip, him. What has : father of this 
deſcription to anſwer for ? What has cel a 


| mother? their examples, infect their chil 


— dren ; and by. a total renunciation of ſhame 


* » 8 * , , A . 
* 
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X Junius, letter 28. Vol. II. 


they | 


7x) 

they neglect their families What choice has 
a girl under ſuch a mother? Has ſhe been 
= early initiated in virtue ? Has ſhe been ins ; 
- ſtructed in thoſe principles that would guard 
her againſt thoſe temptations, that like a rag- 
ing lion ſeek whom they may 3 or 
las ſhe been tau ight to guard againſt herſelf ? 
No. But to the wide world, as 
into a polluted fea, abounding with rocks 
and quick ſands ; the is the ſport of every ; 
blaſt. To preſerve herſelf immaculate; ſhe 
muſt be more than mortal ! and tõ eſcape | 
muſt, O God, have thy immediate affiſt- 
ance. Perhaps ſhe may be wretched, and 
plunge into the depths of infamy, until vice 


penetrates the Py 3 marrow of her bones. 


| This may be diſagreeable language, but 
it is the language of truth; and I wil be 
boll 


VN 
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bold to fay, that there is not one vice or one 


faſhionable folly, but * from the de- 


feds of education. 


1 will not fag that there are © here parents | 


of ſuch a a deſeription 1 will not fay that you 


Teek the ruin of your children ; but ſhall 


leave you to the judgment cf your own con- 


Leiences. But in the name of good ſenſe 


how am 1 to reconcile the effect with the 


cauſe. If attention was paid to education, 


the face of ſociety would hot be ſo deformed 


with crimes ; no feed is ſown i in the mind, 


for tempo! or eternal welfare. 


Thoſe 3 in the more exalted ſpheres, we be- 


hold engaged in the luxurious embr ace of . 


pleaſure ; every intereſting congern is ſacri- 


ficed to it, pretended avocations occupy their 


. time 
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time from their offspring, or rather their fa- 
erifice; he is committed to ſchool, or to the 


care of ſome domeſtic ; an affociation. with 


the latter muſt corrupt the moſt immaculate ; 


it is the intereſt of the domeſtic to Hatter the 


child's vices, and many by contributing to 


their growth and gratifications, have been | 


known to lay the foundation of their future 


fortunes. 


Committing their children to the tuition of 


perſons of limitted underſtanding, parents 
do them an irreparable injury. What are the 
generality of our preſent maſters? Men by 


no means qualified | for the inſtruction of 


youth. I wiſh by no means to caſt a refles- 


tion upon any body of men, but I think it 


unpardonable i in parents to give up their chit- 


dren 


/ 


dren to the ignorance or caprice of maſters, 


without ever once enquiring whether they 


were ns ads to the W inſtructing them. 


other parents. are a little n more re provident, 
and give as much time as 5 they poſſibly can 
afford to the education of their offepring. 
But what do they teach then > The arts of 
puſhing themſelves in 1 life, of making rapid 
fortunes, and every { pecic ies of mereantile 
craft; all other accompliſhments that : are ne- 


_ ceffary in life are taught them , diſhonour, 


diſſemblance, hypocriſy, and every thing that 


is requiſite to make them men of buſineſs, 


or what i is ſtiled complete men of the world 15 


— 1 


but in the whole liſt of documents, not one 
item appears of what is  neceflary to their 


1 


| eternal ſalvation, 


Others 


1 


"t. oa ) 
Others tindfure their inſtrudtions with TIDY 


perity, and by an in. timed fovrneſs, prevent 


the effect they muſt otherwiſe have ; they 


| render their government the moſt nila; g and 


inſupportable oppreſſion ; their advice is ut- 


tered i in a croaking and tyrannic tone, inſtead 


of a ſoft and ſoothing mildneſs; ſeverity is 
exerted | inſtead of moderation, and their 
children eat the bread of miſery, and ſpeak 
the language of lamentation ; they cannot 
be perſuaded that principles which are uſh- 
ered to them in ſuch a rude manner, and 
cloathed in ſuch an unforbidding garb, are 


acceptable, and they therefore conceive a, 


rooted n to them. . it is that 


— 


ſo many young men get into diſagrecable 


ſerapes and involve themſelves in diſtreſſes | 


7 


and difficulties. Hence it 's that ſo many 


yourg 


IC 


4* F-? . 


\ 


young girls ruſh into "the 3 of the Hrſt 
man they meet, to the i injury of themſelves, 


and to tlie diſgrace of their families. 


8 Take care, (ſays St. Paul) not to in- 


40 ſpire your children with fear. If you love 


them, endeavour to make them love you.” 


- 


| Parerits are guilty not unfrequently of a 


fault of a other nature towards their chil- 


dren. They plase their affections on a par- 


ticular child, and with a blind partiality, ta 


viſh their favours on it, to the excluſion and 
Foy of the 5 Ys This diſcrimination is 


| repugnant to every principle of reaſon 25 


Juſtice, and often produces very bad conſe- | 
Huences. If one child i is leſs amiable than the 


rxeſt, it has”; a x fronger claim upon the atten- 


tion of its parents, it | ould more attract 


their 
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their watchfulneſs and care ; perhaps the dex " 


fect is remediable, it N then to retain 


any effort in its favour; if it is not to be re- 


— 


ſion. 


Again, many Parents are 16d. from this 
affection to ecuntenance the irregularities of 


their children—a moſt dangerous evil. „Un- 


„happy, (ſays the Wiſeman) is the father 


© who knows not how to correct.“ The 


Houſe of Job thus periſhed in one day, and 


the darling child of David was ſnatched from 


him by death. 


The effect of good example, is, of al 


others, the moſt efficacious. It is proof 


againſt the ſyren voice of pleaſure, and is a 


| barrier againſt thoſe tremendous gulphs 
which 


medied, then ſurely it is entitled to compaſ- 
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E 
Which ale without it open for the deſtruQi- 


5 en of youth. Flatter not yourſelves, that your 


children will not follow your examples; nor 


busy yourſelves up with the idle fancy, that 
N you | are not reſponſible for their conduct 


1 know you will tell me, that they mould 


actions Unhappy is the child who is left | 


plc before bim ! fo prone are children to imi- 


tation, that they will not mind what your 


fay, but what you do. © It behoves, ſays 


the Apoſtle, to be a practitioner, as s well as 


A preacher of virtue: 255 


What ſucceſs can a debauched father ex- 
Pect, if he gives leſſons of virtue, when 
he has never been known to practice them? 


What ſucceſs can a woman of the world 


expect, 


attend to your counſel, ad not to yOu - 


to depend on good precept with bad « exam- 


- 


a 


443 
| | 5 1 | WT ö 1 3 FI 5 | 4 2 
| expect, who ſpeaks of morality to her daughs 1 


7 
An 
TY 


ters; when her practice gives the lie direct to 
Her doctrine? Whoſe counſel is a ſatire upon 
all counſel ! 

we ſhall find that this cottagion of the 
times has infected all ranks; and has found 


an aſſylum under every roof. Let children 
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g0 into ary houſe of faſhion or otherwiſe, 
[ will they not hear religion depreciated, and | 
its great myſteries thrown into ridicule ? Do 


| 


not all young men of faſhion indulge them 
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ſelves in ſareaſms againſt religion itſelf? Do 

they not call into queſtion its greateſt truths 
and myſteries? Do not even their domieflics 5 

follow their prophane example ? And will 


they not. tell you in vindication of their 


own conduct, that ſuch a perſon is a man of 


fenſe, a man of learning, a man of fortune, 


( 25,7) 
and he does ſo. If FO: convince thera of 
| their error, they tell you, they find kis fer- 
vices neceſſary. Fools! to prefer his mo- 
mentary ſervices to Weir own eternal 9 


dien . 


Others would be rel igious, but by differing 
from the generality, they fear they would 
| alienate their: acquaintance. What ! do they 
dead the alienation of their friends, and do 
they not dread the burning vengeance of of. 
fended Heaven! 


| In the middling ranks we have no better 
proſpect. If ſuch extremities are not pro- 
ceeded to, all idea of religion is loſt in a de- 
votion to commerce, and mercantile gam- 
bling. Every generous and elevated ſenti- 
ment ſubmits to, and is overwhelmed by 
x." Jo 


- 


Comb) 
them. Are not there girls in their teens 
. dreſſed out to attract the eye of luxury, or 

luſt: How is their time ſpent? At cards, 

| and in parties, alternately, one hour in the 

week, applied to divine worſhip, ſits heavy 
on their hands, while the remainder is de- 
voted to the world, the fleſh, and the devil! f 
strange that when the whole of their time 
is devoted to ſuch vile purpoſes one hour 
ſhould be thought irkſome, if applied to 
their eternal ſalvation! Such flagrant 1 iniqui- 
ty was reſerved for the preſent day, when 
ſhame has loſt her bluſh, and when infamy, 
like the cedar upon the mountain, has ſhot 
out its branches, and overſhadows the whole 


kingdom. 


I ſhall decline for one moment to prove, 


that the happineſs of PRO themſelves de- 
| pends 


pends upon the virtuous education of their 
children. 


The longeſt life when compared to eter- 
nity, is like a fleeting moment. Were this 
truth kept in view, the preſent age would 5 
not be ſo abandoned; for ſo peculiar are its 
crinies, the rays of Heaven's indignation ſeem . 


to thicken over the land. 


But bo return, Can that parent deſcend 
to the grave in peace, who beholds a child 
given up to vice ? who ſees him inthe whirl- 
pool of diſfipation, rotten before he is ripe ? 
Who ſees him prematurely cut off, every 
hopeful proſpect blaſted, and all the love and 
anxiety-beſtowed upon him thrown away ? 
Parents in ſuch a caſe, are only leſt, that 

they may remain the monuments of divine 


Juſtice. 
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juſtice. - I will go farther, and I wilt ſay, 


that the child which has not received educa- 


[| © tion, will plant daggers in his parent's breaſt, 


But, I ſpeak not to parents whoſe chil- 

q Alen may be found by their cries and lamen- 
= | | tations in holes and crevices. Parents whoſe : 
: niggard ſeverity drives their children to money 


Tenders, and other rapacious wretches, an d 75 


puts them upon enterprizes fatal to their ho- 
nour and chara@er. Nor to thoſe who Art 
nally ſanander that property, which ſhould 

+ be reſerved for their families, nor yet to. 
theſe who fifle : all genius by allotting a cer- 
tain line of life for their children without 
ever confidering Vi hether their inclinations, or 
abilitics were congenia to it. Parents who 


would fend Moſes to the fan® vary, and 


Aaron 


—— — — 


CH 3. 
Aaron to the field; but ts you; who it ; 
muſt be ſuppoſed, to have laboured for 


their temporal and eternal welfare. As the 


Apoſtle ſays, have you no R aught them 
| againſt yourſelves, you have taken them 
from me, and to whom have you given ö 
| them? to the workd- dhe impious world: 
May parents there are ſo attached to the 


world, as to think even their children a 


: burthen; and ſacrifice every thing to inte- 
reſt. How then can they expect any ching 
good from them? Had they given them 
an education, they might expect to be re- 
paid with advantage. But what will they 
hape t to ſay for themſelves, when they | ap- 
pak before the bar of the Almighty ? When | 
110 patrona ge, no merit, will atone for this 
neglect of TH: facred cruſt ? When id : 


1 + VE wil 


(Css 


Jeſus Chriſt, will appear in all the terror of 


His glory, and demand an account of his 


little ones? They were the children of his 


wil find no mountain to cover them? When 


fofrows. Where are they? You recefved ; 


them, ſpotted with the original fin of man- | 


| Kind ; but through his ſufferings they were 


cleanſed. They were committed to your - 


care in the language of Pharaoh's daughter : 


* Here, take this child.” What account, 


then, ſhall you be able to give, when, in 


the voice of thunder, it ſhall be demanded _ 


by the e Almighty of you ? 


Tyranny in balbnds—infidelity in wives, 
have all proceeded from a neglect of educa- 
tion alone. Had wholeſome inſtruction been 


hid in they would never occur—had the 


trunk 


Ian: 45 
1 trunk hel ſound, the branches could never 5 


9 ng, withered. 


It only remains for me to ſhew that you are 
: accountable for the actions of your children as 

well as for your OWN. All your praiſe-worthy | 
deeds will be of no o avail—they will not ba- 
lance the cllbable negledt. Divine juſtice 


admits of no compromiſe ; it demands life for 6 


life, and blood for blood. Harbour then 1 no 


dach deluſive To) but exert all your influ- 5 
ence in the education of your children; it wk 
| afford you folid ſatisfaction, and 1 win; ven- 
ture to pronounce that it will enſure you a 
pe in thoſe manſions of bliſs which may be 
conceived, but of which no tongue can con- 


vey a deſcription. 
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